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After he completed his Bachelor of Arts
degree at Sir George Williams Universi-
ty 34 years ago, Chris Eustace saw an ad
offering a Bachelor of Education for
$110 at St. Joseph’s Teachers’ College.

Now that he is retiring after 33 years
as an English teacher at Pierrefonds
Comprehensive High School, it seems
less like a whim and more like fate that
Eustace answered the ad and decided to
become a teacher.

The career he chose has marked his
life in many ways. It’s kept him young
through his interaction with students,
he’s had the satisfaction of seeing stu-
dents who struggled in school make a
success of themselves and it has pro-
pelled him to attend school board meet-
ings religiously and become an ac-
tivist.

He finally decided to start weaning
himself from the Lester B. Pearson
School Board meetings last January in
anticipation of his retirement.

“Students fight to get in his class,”
said Tom Colbec, an English, history
and French teacher at PCHS who has
worked with Eustace for 31 years.

“He’s gone to every school dance be-
cause he doesn’t coach sports and feels
he has to participate in extracurricular
activities. He’ll really be missed.”

Eustace will miss school life, as well.
In fact, he’s hoping to teach a Quebec
Civil Law course to Grade 11 students
next year just so he doesn’t get out of the
classroom “cold turkey.”

He’s seen a lot of changes in 33 years –

girls showing midriffs in school, filthy
lyrics at school dances, kids whose lives
are ruled by screens of various sizes.

“Screens have replaced books and
that’s not good,” said Eustace.

“As a teacher, I do two-thirds of the
amount of work I taught 10 to 15 years
ago. There just aren’t that many stu-
dents who like to read.”

But, overall, he finds it just as much
fun to teach now as he did 33 years ago.
He likes hearing students’ opinions and
seeing the multi-ethnic, multi-faith

classrooms function as well as they do.
He does, however, worry about the

curriculum being easier than it used to
be and kids being exposed to so much
entertainment that sabotages parental
values.

“Kids are very influenced by the me-
dia and there are a lot of bad role mod-
els out there,” he said.

Eustace, a fixture at school board meet-
ings for more than five years, has waged
his battles over the years and believes
he’s taught his students that it pays to

speak out when there are problems.
It was about four years ago when the

school’s air-conditioning system had
broken down.

There are no windows in PCHS, and,
as a result, Eustace finally helped orga-
nize a protest that had all the teachers
take their classes outside.

Eustace said it cost the board a few
hundred thousand dollars, but they fi-
nally fixed the problem.

Then, two years ago, staff and stu-
dents were noticing that the air in the
school was very muggy and stale. While
some school officials maintained the
ventilation system had been cleaned,
Eustace knew it hadn’t and he rallied
teachers and students to clamour for the
cleaning, which was done last year for
about $100,000.

“My loyalties always lie with the stu-
dents and the school,” said Eustace. “I
showed the students that if you speak
up you can make a difference.”

Recently, when he attended a class re-
union from 1979, he was instrumental in
getting the alumni to donate $1,200 to re-
do the school’s main foyer.

“I’m proud of what I’ve done and I’m
leaving with no regrets,” Eustace said.

But he is leaving with a plaque from a
student, Chandecia Walker: “Mr. C. Eu-
stace: For your outstanding personality,
generosity and kindness. You are a won-
derful and well-respected person and I
truly appreciate all that you have done.
Not only are you my teacher, you are my
friend.”

Not a bad way to go out.
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English teacher Chris Eustace retires this month. He shows Pierrefonds Com-
prehensive High School Grade 10 students Chandecia Walker (centre) and
Vanessa Bryan where he was born in Africa. 

As well, the 35-per-cent vote re-
quirement under Bill 9 was not
met in St. Laurent. The provincial
legislation required 35 per cent of
eligible voters to vote Yes in the
referendum for the demerger to
take place.

“The new West Island is miss-
ing a few parts – Roxboro, Ste.
Geneviève, Île Bizard, Pierre-
fonds,” Myles said. “But we are
still all together geographically –
and as good neighbours.”

Myles hastened to add the de-
merger vote should not be inter-
preted as a vote against Montreal.

“This was not an anti-Montreal
vote – it was a vote for our town,”
she said.

“In 1986, Baie d’Urfé celebrated
its 300th anniversary – and you just
don’t wipe it off the map like that,”
said Myles, 77, adding she has not
yet decided whether to run for elec-
tion as mayor of Baie’ d’Urfé in the
next municipal election, scheduled
for November 2005.

One thing Myles is sure about,
however, is that the elections
should take place before the
scheduled date.

Other mayors, such as Pointe
Claire’s Bill McMurchie and for-

mer Ste. Anne de Bellevue Mayor
Bill Tierney as well as Kirkland
Mayor John Meaney, agree.

“We have to move up the (elec-
tion) date,” Meaney said. “Other-
wise, it’s not fair to Montreal or to
us.”

For his part, Tierney said, if the
voting date is not advanced, “it
will be very difficult to function.”

He said some issues, such as
contract negotiations with munic-
ipal employees, will be difficult
during the period between now
and the next municipal election.

Tierney also said reconstituted
municipalities – including his
own – will once again control tax
collection, debt and commercial
development.

“The municipalities that stayed
with the megacity won’t have con-
trol over what’s going on,” he said.

However, he added, organiza-
tions in both municipalities and
boroughs will get along.

“We’ll not be putting barriers
around the republic of the West Is-
land,” he joked.

Pointe Claire’s Bill McMurchie
also called for an early municipal
election and noted Monday’s vote
was not a language issue.

“If that was the case, how do
you explain the results in St.

Bruno, Boucherville, Brossard
and St. Lambert?” he asked.

McMurchie said he, too, had not
thought about whether he would
run for mayor of Pointe Claire

city in the next municipal elec-
tion.

“I haven’t even thought of that
yet, we were so focused on the ref-
erendum,” he said.

“I have to admit that when I put
the key in the lock of city hall this
morning, it seemed as if the key
turned a little easier than the day
before.”
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Have you seen us lately?

A new look for the Hilton Montréal Aéroport!  Our recently reno-
vated bedrooms exude modern luxury decorated with warm soft
wood furnishings, and a specially designed office area with roll-
ing working desk and executive amenities. The state-of-the art

bathrooms feature glass-enclosed showers and a spa-style décor.
We are proud to make the Hilton Montréal Aéroport an even

better choice for business and leisure travelers.

Try them in July! $139 + taxes
Call Now to Reserve (514)631-2411

12505 Côte de Liesse Road, Dorval, Qc  H9P 1B7

Marlene
JENNINGS

Authorized by the official agent for Marlene Jennings.

I am pleased to invite all of my riding constituents
to a TOWN HALL MEETING Tuesday, June 22, 2004,
from 6:00 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. at
Centre Sarto Desnoyers
1335 Chemin du Bord du Lac, Dorval
I will be accompanied by Mr. Clifford Lincoln.
I look forward to explaining the Liberal platform,
and will  be happy to answer all of your questions.

Tel. 514.639.8001 - Fax : 514.639.9438
E-mail : Jennings2004@bellnet.ca

I am pleased to invite all of
my riding constituents to attend an
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, June 27th, from 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM
at the Campaign Office
2921 Notre-Dame Street
Lachine, H8S 2H4

T. 514.639.8001 - F. 514.639.9438
E-mail : Jennings2004@bellnet.ca

NOTRE DAME DE GRACE-LACHINE

WAITERS/WAITRESSES,
DRIVERS & COOKS

needed for
COTE ST. LUC BBQ

4360 Sources Blvd., D.D.O.
Please call Tony

685-5000

Clinical Research
Nurse/Coordinator

Wanted
 Experience

required
Pointe Claire

location
Fax CVs

attn Eleanor:
(514) 694-5594

Or email
attn Eleanor:
medstudies

@kellsmrg.com

Hot date went up in flames? 

Can’t seem to get a date at all? Think it’s time to

dump the loser, but want a second opinion? 

Just need someone to talk to? Have no fear, 

Josey Vogels’s Dating Girl column is here.

Mondays in The Gazette.

F O R  H O M E  D E L I V E R Y  ( 5 1 4 )  9 8 7 - 2 4 0 0

GirlDating
A little Q&A 

with Josey Vogels 
every Monday! Employment / Courses
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Pointe Claire Mayor Bill McMurchie gets a hug from supporter Ian Nelson Sunday after the vote.

JJuulliiaann  AArrmmssttrroonngg picks the BBeesstt  BBuuyyss..  In the AArrttss & LLiiffee section Wednesday.


